Iltr

WiLLIE AND Woopy SHow WHAT THEY'RE MaDe O

roots o an oak tree in

en Woody gets u chanee
alk. he really curs up. "W
) d we make pe

i
ms Willie Brown, the
nfventriloquist
Brown and Woody
ogquist isct i dif

ol received in

s
comedianty
n Russell Simmon’s
Jun a1 balf-houe come

Rec nN\ i
n appeared
HBO ef Con

trifoquis

iombers s becase we

remembered
thing diffe

¢ for black ul\‘h.wlnul\
s em in the pu
55 appeared on BET.'s

§ up

1 ente:

nd duw the

Six
¥ he et 2 full-time sales job.
ome 3 Full-time ventnl-

he was inspired
a actor who played a
vennriloguist on the hit sitcom. "Soap,”
by the black ventriloquist team of
Willic Tyler and Lester,

As ateenager, Brown reccived his first
dummy for Cheistenas. After months of
practice. he won a talent contest and

private engagements. Brown continued ta

er was a Georgia pine and my mother was an
just sart of branched out S S e my mather long distanc, A Tree and Tree..its a

ading Hamptor

perform while
Unisersity in ¥

There Brown met b
Shaw. who is now his
two child

s wifie, W
™

T wrying 1o o, W really click.

From the outside. Brown

By Amber Scott

n and I
wood”®
—Woony

every

! think Im g 21 yuaes "";{fy W age faster than humans, 50 in tree years that’s 210. 1 traced my
ot

i o the edhucation and
e and that s where

1 use Woudy 1o help a1k to
Idren about sebi-eate i
i fan o Lis Brown, sa I

stusbents, | wse a i
fvational tips o holp
ron's atention by subtly

dence,

appears 1 be taking @ snwooth 1
0 Famse, but this sntertaine is tum
ing his childiion

e bt a ve.

ity by working husd, “Its diffieul
for lack porforiers & ok in
this business. There just aren’t as

div
Black pevple

receptive 11 your diale
strong. They seem 10 pr
former wha's na
comie:

“Some audiences take vou the way you
are, black or white. However. it's hander
o make black sudiences laugh, They tend
10 want you 10 £0 10 the gut. White people
more prone 1o take
y 10 be funny and just be me

cess. He writes his own material, there-
fore, making the shift i easiee for him
You can o a joke that might make

audicrce laugh fike i, and
on another night they may not laugh at
that joke at all.” states Brown, who per-

loguist tape n S IBe market by
v 1996 He nore com-

childrens ielevision program

rowa and Woody will not be skowing
down any time soon and in Woody's
s all wood. EE




